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ELI AND 
EDYTHE BROAD 
ART MUSEUM 
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

The Broad Art Museum at Michigan State 
University features a striking, angular façade of 
pleated stainless steel and glass. Committed to 
exploring international contemporary culture 
and ideas through art, the 46,000 sf, three-story 
museum serves as an educational resource for 
the university and a cultural hub for the state. 
It features contemporary works within a histor-
ical context, from Greek and Roman periods to 
modern day.

This museum sits on a traditional, red-brick cam-
pus while presenting a contemporary house for 
art. The stainless steel cladding and accompa-
nying glass leans in different directions, allowing 
light to penetrate at multiple angles, at different 
times of day. 

The laminated, triple-glazed glass panels weigh 
up to 1,500 pounds and measure up to 4x15 feet, 
covering about 7,000 sf of the building envelope. 
The glass came from Guardian Industries’ Luxem-
bourg plant. 

A museum must carefully monitor light penetration 
as well as solar heat gain to protect its contents, 
and therefore needs a high-performing glazing 
such as Guardian SunGuard High Selective 
SuperNeutral 70/41. The multifunctional coat-
ing offers strong solar protection and thermal 
insulation, giving curators peace of mind while 
allowing visitors to enjoy the museum’s angled 
views inside and out. 
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